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Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes
July 6, 2011, 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Centennial Hall, Rms 113-114

I. 	Call to Order / YVSC Mission – Sarah Jones
The mission of YVSC is to provide leadership to advance environmental, economic, and social sustainability for current and future generations through education, programs and collaboration among individuals, organizations, businesses and government.  

YVSC’s goals:
1. Raise awareness of sustainability issues in the Yampa Valley.
2. Support and/or develop projects and tools that enhance sustainability in our community.
3. Encourage collaboration among other entities of like purpose, ensuring that everyone is moving in the same general direction and maximizing efficiency of resources.

II.  	Introductions 

III. 	Approval of Minutes from June 1, 2011 Monthly Meeting. 
a. Motion – Catherine Carson
b. 2nd – Paul Potyen	

IV. 	Partner Updates
A. Yampa Valley Partners/GEO Kate Nowak – 
i. Insulation/airsealing rebates available.  
ii. EPA Proposes Safeguards for Hazardous Waste Recycling - Action aims to promote economic, environmental and public health benefits of waste recycling. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is proposing new safeguards for recycling hazardous materials to protect public health and the environment. Today’s proposal modifies EPA’s 2008 Definition of Solid Waste (DSW) rule, which revised hazardous waste regulations to encourage recycling of hazardous materials.  Today’s proposal will improve accountability and oversight of hazardous materials recycling, while allowing for important flexibilities that will promote its economic and environmental benefits.  EPA is opening up this proposal for public comment. EPA will accept comment on this proposal for 60 days after publication in the Federal Register.  The docket for the rulemaking is EPA-HQ-RCRA-2010-0742 and can be accessed at http://www.regulations.gov once the proposal is published. More information about this rulemaking: http://www.epa.gov/waste/hazard/dsw/rulemaking.htm
iii. Upcoming Workshops to Highlight Economic Possibilities from Geothermal Energy
The GEO's Geothermal Working Group invites you to two half-day workshops that will explore applications of geo energy for resort towns and utilities. The workshops are free and open to the public. 
· July 14 in Vail: Applications of Geo Energy for Colorado Resort Towns The first half of this workshop will cover residential and commercial applications of geoexchange systems (ground source heat pumps) for heating and cooling.  The second half will feature a panel session to describe economic opportunities for geo energy in hot springs towns other than spa type applications.  
· August 4 in Westminster: Bottom Line Benefits of Geoexchange for Utilities This workshop will demonstrate the economic advantages that utilities can achieve while offering lowering energy bills for their customers through the use of geoexchange systems
iv. 	YVP and Community Ag Alliance will host an Oil and Gas Symposium September 7, TBA


B. Comm Ag Alliance – Nancy Kramer 
i. 	Summer Ranch Tour son going details at https://communityagalliance.org/Calendar_of_Events.html
ii.	A $50,000 grant awarded to the Community Agriculture Alliance will study the feasibility of creating a sustainable food production system that is intended to become the model for similar projects in rural areas across the country.
http://www.steamboattoday.com/news/2011/jul/01/grant-fund-food-production-study/
http://www.craigdailypress.com/news/2011/jul/04/moffat-county-greenhouse-project-receives-usda-gra/

C.  Transition Steamboat - Paul Potyen – Transition Steamboat History Local food working group with Ag Alliance, Local gov working group, Energy Group, Update on local groups and upcoming movie, Focusing on working groups trying to develop an action plan, Update on working groups will be in the monthly newsletter. Dianne Mitch Bush shares and communicates and sees YVSC as the clearing house for information, NK Live Well and VNA, Mike Zopf ask to be kept informed of local food issues 7/6/11 yvsc mtg
i. The Transition Movement is a worldwide grassroots organization whose goal is to make a transition --in all aspects of our lives -- to one with a smaller negative impact on the planet. The key focus is transition into a resilient, sustainable lifestyle at the community level.
ii. TS model: init group disbands and community implements working groups; each group develops a 20-year energy descent action plan
iii. Local Food Working Group - from Betsy Rapp. Work closely with the farming and business community to develop a re-localized food infrastructure. Encourage individual and community action to grow our own food, including home and community gardens 
iv. The Local Food Council (Marsha D) is in the process of integrating six fields of practices that reflect a vision for encouraging all those that care about people, food, and the land, to apply a big-picture approach. By using a Community Food Systems approach, local organizations can look beyond specific missions to help develop a shared vision among partner organizations, and think in terms of the broadest possible picture for a healthy community. Access to healthy and affordable food is an important key to developing strong community ties, thriving local economies, sustainable ecosystems, healthy people, vibrant agriculture, social justice, and civic partnership.The Local Food Council is engaged in using the planning tool "Whole Measures for Community Food Systems." The power of Whole Measures CFS lies in its ability to stimulate new ways of thinking and acting together. It is an easy-to-use assessment tool that allows diverse community groups or individuals to find common ground in the things that matter the most to them. If you are interested in learning more about the Local Food Working Group, contact Betsy Rapp.
v. Local Government Working Group - from Gates Gooding. Works with local government  to support and encourage them to consider climate change and peak oil in everything they do. The Steamboat Springs planning department is in the process of wrapping up the first phase in its update to the Steamboat Springs Area and Community Plan. There is the possibility that energy and efficiency goals may be integrated into the plan update, though we won't know for sure for several more months.  Steamboat also continues to purchase renewable energy credits through YVEA. Routt County is currently in the process of updating its 2005 inventory of greenhouse gas emissions for 2010, so that we can begin to see the direction we're headed with emissions.  Routt County has undertaken a large program of performance contracting to increase building energy usage efficiency, and  also completed a large scale solar project on the roof of theRC Justice Center in 2007. If you're interested in learning more about the Local Government Working Group, contact Gates Gooding.
vi. Local Energy Working Group - from Paul Potyen. Reduce the amount of energy we use. Generate as much local energy as possible using renewable technology . With the help of "Let's Energize"– a local group advocating a new direction for Yampa Valley Electric Association, we were successful in our efforts to elect Tom Fox to the YVEA board of directors last month. Tom defeated incumbent Bill Haight, and our candidate in Craig's District 2, Marilyn Hill, lost by a narrow margin to Larry Ellgen. Thanks to everyone who participated in this effort, especially those of you who donated money.Our current mission is to solicit the help of other Colorado electric green co-ops, such as Holy Cross energy in Carbondale, and use their example and input to amend the YVEA bylaws to make it easier and more economical for us to use green energy in our county. If you are interested in being involved in the TS Energy working group, contact Paul Potyen.
vii. Education  - Sarah Jones/Sonja Macys-Yampatika. Build positive links with local schools and colleges  Develop and facilitate network of local environmental and experiential educators 
viii. Building & Housing (group one) Habitat for Humanity  - Jody Patten. Local development planning , Eco-construction , Cohousing
ix. Economics and livelihoods  - Herald Stout / Chris Bradley. Local currency, New business opportunities Partnerships 
x. Health & well-being ?, Help ensure the continuance of proper medical care for all. Explore the practicalities of the more localized provision of medicines, equipment and other necessities of good healthcare. Act as a forum to encourage co-operation across the diversity of healthcare professionals. Involve patients and encouraging preventative practice throughout the community. Ensure the highest standards of research into evidence-based medicine that does not rely on fossil fuels for its creation or delivery 
xi. Transportation – Diane Mitsch Bush?, A unifying forum for discussion and debate on issues relating to traffic and transport in the community. Membership would be open to everyone, including elected representatives on County, District and City Councils and former officials. 
· Public transportation issues 
· Alternative energy busses 
· Use of railroad 
· Other public transportation options 
· Parking issues 
· Private transportation issues 
· Alternative fuel vehicles 
· Improved bicycling infrastructure 

D. Routt County Commissioner Diane Mitsch Bush 
i. 2010Grant for safe routes to school update,. Met from 2008 through 2010 to answer the question:how can we solve transportation issues, especially safety and convenience for bikers and pedestrians,. In 2009, weput together a list of project s for  Chamber Transportation Solutions Groupsuch as signage and striping project, with Amethysts and McKinley and Maple streets as the focused areas,. With 2010 Safe routes Grant, we produced the Safe Routes Kids Map, events at schools and safety and educational materials were also part of the grant. For the map go to 
www.saferoutessteamboat.com 
4500 copies have been made.This is the final product of the 2010 CDOT SAFE Routes to School Grant
ii.  Oil and gas road work session, 10:45 to 11:50 July12 ROAD & BRIDGE/Paul Draper
iii.  The county is preparing a draft of new policies for energy exploration companies that intend to drill along rough rural roads that see minimal maintenance. The dirt roads were not designed or built to the standards that would allow the heavy truck traffic often associated with drilling operations. The intent is to require the operatorsto post bonds to ensure, if necessary, the roads will be repaired without burdening local taxpayers. Research shows that other rural counties in the Rocky Mountain West have seen a sudden spike in drilling activity that sometimes has caught officials by surprise. Tuesday’s discussion about tougher road regulations is an effort to avoid the same fate. Watch for agendas from county http://co.routt.co.us/sections.php?op=viewarticle&artid=81442all are encouraged to attend. 

E. Yampa Valley Recycles – Catherine Carson Plastic bag initiative, which Catherine would like to present to City Council in August. YVR would like to have grocery stores and Wal-Mart charge $0.20 for plastic bags.  The money raised would go to YVR for education, building a permanent recycling facility in town, and other recycling projects. 

F. Routt Environment Health – Mike Zopft updates on Water Quality. Aug 1 City Council will update on WQ and future monitoring and measuring WQ. Database online on 6 locations, talk to your elected officials to keep this going due to pressures on the environment and talk to adjacent counties. Bats and rabies update. Please vaccinate pets, don’t handle bats, put in plastic bags and dispose, in house contact REH and they will send it out to be tested. Take pets to vet if bitten. For more information, This link has the same content but does not include the reference to contact your local health department…: http://wildlife.state.co.us/WildlifeSpecies/LivingWithWildlife/Mammals/BatsRabies1.htm

VI. 	Open Forum	

Kyleigh DeMicco, Director of Visitor Services, Steamboat Springs Chamber Resort Association gave an update on the Commuter Challenge.  There were 250 bikes that participated in the Bike to Work. That was a 23,500 miles saving gas. This year there was a family component and 7-8 teams participated this is double from last year.


VII. 	Old Business
A. 	YVSC Sub-Committee Reports     
1. Zero Waste – Next meeting add to calendar 
2. Talking Green 
July 26, 2011 - Green Drinks/Networking
5:00-6:30 p.m.
Location – Sunpie’s
3. Sustainable Schools
4. Green Building
5. ReTree – 200 attendees and when is next year’s event 
6. Go-Alpine recognition from George  
B.  	Other

VIII. New Business
A. 2011 Programs/Events/Partnerships
1. Zero Waste Events: Farmers Market, 7/9, 7/16, 7/23, 7/30  
Steamboat Springs Free Concert Series, 7/14, 7/22
Relay for Life 7/22-3
Honey Stinger Race 7/24
Wine Festival 8/5-6
Routt County Fair 8/22
Pro Challenge Bike Race 8/25-6  
20 can recycle 6 compost 4k at last concerts mugs were sold express beer line for next concert volunteers needed for next time, 
2. 5:05 Drink Program, Craig - 7/12 
B. Other

 Next meeting August 3, 2011    11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., Centennial Hall Rms 113-114
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